The Lotus Sutra, Devadatta Chapter (Ch. 12)
1) A Evil Man Will Become a Buddha
At that time the Buddha addressed the bodhisattvas, the heavenly and human beings, and the fourfold assembly saying: "Immeasurable kalpas in the past, I tirelessly sought the Lotus Sutra. During those many kalpas, I constantly appeared as the ruler of a kingdom who made a vow to seek the highest enlightenment. My mind never wavered or turned aside. Wanting to fulfill the six pāramitās, I diligently carried out practices: unstintingly giving elephants, horses, the seven rare treasures, countries and cities, wife, children, female and male servants, my own head, eyes, marrow and brain, my own flesh and limbs, not even hesitating to give my own life.” 
“At that period the human life span was immeasurably long. But for the sake of the Dharma, I abandoned my kingdom and throne, delegated the government to the crown prince, sounded drums and sent out proclamations, seeking the Dharma in four directions and saying, ‘Who can expound the Mahayana teachings for me? To the end of my life, I will be his provider and servant!’”
“At that time there was a seer who came to the king and said, ‘I have a Mahayana teachings called the Lotus Sutra of the Wonderful Dharma. If you faithfully obey me, I will expound it to you.’” 

“When the king heard these words of the seer, he was joyful. He accompanied the seer, providing him with whatever he needed: picking fruit, drawing water, gathering firewood, setting out meals, even offering his own body as a couch and seat, never tired in body or mind. He served the seer in this way for a thousand years, all for the sake of the Dharma, working diligently acting as a servant and making certain that the seer never lacked for anything.” 

At that time the World-Honored One, wishing to state the meaning once more, spoke these verses: 

I recall those departed kalpas of the past,
Though I was the ruler of a worldly kingdom,
In order to seek the profound Dharma,
I was never attached to the five desires. 
Striking a bell, I declared to the four directions:
"Who possesses the profound Dharma?
If he will explain and preach it for me
I will be his slave and servant!"
At that time there was a seer named Asita
who came and told this great King,
"I have a subtle and wonderful Dharma,
Rarely known in this world.
If you will undertake religious practice
I will expound it for you."
When the king heard the seer's words
His heart was filled with great joy.
Immediately he accompanied the seer,
Providing him with whatever he needed,
Gathering firewood, fruit, and rice,
Presenting them at appropriate times with respect and reverence.
Because he longed for the wonderful Dharma 
He never tired in body or mind.
For the sake of living beings everywhere
He diligently sought the profound Dharma.
He never sought it for his own sake
Nor for the five desires.
Although he was the ruler of a great kingdom,
He diligently sought to acquire this Dharma,
And eventually to attain Buddhahood,
As I now explain to you.

The Buddha said to monks: "The king at that time was I myself, and this seer was the man who is now Devadatta. All because Devadatta was a good friend to me, I was able to become fully endowed with this six Pāramitās, loving-kindness, compassion, joy, and equanimity, with the thirty-two features, the eighty characteristics, shining golden skin, the ten powers, the four kinds of fearlessness, the four all-embracing methods, the eighteen unique qualities, and the transcendental powers. The fact that I have attained complete enlightenment and can save living beings on a broad scale is all due to Devadatta who was a good friend." 

Then the Buddha said to the fourfold assembly: "Devadatta, after immeasurable kalpas have passed, will attain Buddhahood. He will be called Heavenly King Thus Come One, Worthy of Offerings, Perfectly Enlightened One, One Who Possesses True Knowledge and Conduct, Well Gone One, One Who Understands the World, Unsurpassed One, Great Trainer of People, Teacher of Devas and Humans, and Buddha, World Honored One.
 This world will be called Heavenly Way, and at the same time Heavenly King Buddha will abide in the world for twenty intermediate kalpas, broadly preaching the true Dharma for the sake of living beings. Living beings equal in number to Ganges sands will attain the fruit of arhatship. Immeasurable numbers of living beings will devote themselves to pratyekabuddhahood. Living beings numerous as Ganges sands will devote themselves to the unsurpassed practice, will attain to the assurance of no rebirth and be in the stage of no regression. 
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2) A Young Non-human Girl Will Become a Buddha
At that time Bodhisattva Wisdom Accumulation asked Mañjuśrī, saying, "This sutra is profound and subtle. It is a treasure among sutras and rare in the world. Is there any living being who, by earnestly and diligently practicing this sutra, can attain Buddhahood quickly?" 

Mañjuśrī replied, "There is the daughter of the dragon king Sāgara, who was just turned eight. She is wise and has keen roots. She is good at the understanding the faculties and deeds of living beings. She has attained the power of remembrance, has been able to accept and realize all the profound teachings taught by the Buddhas, has entered deep into meditation, and has thoroughly comprehended the doctrines. She instantly gives rise to the mind of awakening and reaches the level of no regression. She has unhindered eloquence and has compassionate mind for all living beings as if they were her own children. Her virtues are perfect. Her thoughts are merciful and compassionate. With equanimity in her mind, she is capable of attaining enlightenment." 

Bodhisattva Wisdom Accumulation said, "I see Śākyamuni Buddha who carried out difficult practices and accumulated merit to complete the bodhisattva path without resting for immeasurable kalpas. I observe that throughout the thousand-millionfold world there was not a single place as small as a mustard seed where this bodhisattva had not sacrificed his life for the sake of living beings. Only after he had done that was he able to complete the way of awakening. It is very hard to believe that this girl can instantly achieve complete enlightenment." 

Before his words had come to an end, the dragon king's daughter suddenly appeared before the Buddha, made a deep bow, and then retired to one side, reciting these verses of praise: 

The Buddha profoundly understands evil and good. 
His virtue illuminates ten directions.
His subtle, wonderful pure Dharma-body
is endowed with the thirty-two features.
The eighty characteristics adorn his Dharma body.
Heavenly and human beings gaze up in awe,
dragons and spirits all pay honor and respect.
Among all living beings,
none who do not hold him in reverence.
And having heard his teachings, I have attained awakening 
Only the Buddha can bear witness to this.
I will reveal the doctrines of the Mahayana
to rescue living beings from suffering.

At that time Śāriputra said to the dragon girl, "It is said that you are able to attain the supreme enlightenment immediately. But this is difficult to believe. Why? A woman's body is soiled and defiled, not a vessel for the Dharma. How could you attain the supreme enlightenment? The road to Buddhahood is long and far-reaching. Only after one has spent immeasurable kalpas pursuing austerities, accumulating merit, practicing all kinds of pāramitās, can one finally achieve success. Moreover, a woman is subject to the five obstacles. First, she cannot become a Brahma-Heavenly King. Second, she cannot become the King Śakra. Third, she cannot become a Devil King. Fourth, she cannot become a Wheel-Turning Sage King. Fifth, she cannot become a Buddha. How could a woman like you be able to attain Buddhahood so quickly?" 

At that time the dragon girl had a precious jewel worth as much as the thousand-million-fold world which she presented to the Buddha. The Buddha immediately accepted it. The dragon girl said to Bodhisattva Wisdom Accumulation and the venerable one, Śāriputra, "I presented the precious jewel and the World-Honored One accepted it. Was that done quickly or not?" 

They replied, "Very quickly!" 

The girls said, "Employ your supernatural powers and watch me attain Buddhahood. It shall be even quicker than that!" 

At that time the members of the assembly all saw the dragon girl instantly change into a man and carry out all the practices of a bodhisattva, immediately proceeding to the Spotless World in the south, taking a seat on a jeweled lotus, and attaining complete enlightenment. With the thirty-two features and the eighty characteristics, he expounded the wonderful Dharma for all living beings in the ten directions. 

At that time in the Saha world, the bodhisattvas, arhats, gods, dragons, the eight kinds of guardians, and human and non-human beings all from a distance saw the dragon girl become a Buddha and preach the Dharma to all human and heavenly beings in the assembly at that time. Their hearts were filled with great joy and all paid respect to her. Immeasurable living beings, hearing the Dharma, understood it and were able to reach the level of no regression. 

The Lotus Sutra, Bodhisattva Never Disparaging Chapter (Ch. 20)
At that time the Buddha said to the Bodhisattva Gainer of Great Authority: . . . “Gainer of Great Authority! Long ago, an immeasurable, boundless, inconceivable number of kalpas in the past, there was a Buddha named Awesome Sound King Thus Come One, Worthy of Offerings, Perfectly Enlightened One, One Who Possesses True Knowledge and Conduct, Well Gone One, One Who Understands the World, Unsurpassed One, Great Trainer of People, Teacher of Devas and Humans, and Buddha, World Honored One. . . . After Awesome Sound King Thus Come One had passed into extinction, there were proud and overbearing monks in the period of the Counterfeit Dharma, after the period of True Dharma. 
At this time there was a bodhisattva monk named Never Disparaging. Now, Gainer of Great Authority, for what reason was he named Never Disparaging? This monk, whatever persons he happened to meet, whether monks, nuns, Laymen or laywomen, would bow to all of them and speak words of praise, saying, “I have profound reverence for you, I would never dare treat you with disparaging and arrogance. Why? You are all practicing the bodhisattva way and are certain to attain Buddhahood.” 

"This monk did not devote his time to reading or reciting the scriptures, but simply bow to people. And if he happened to see any of the fourfold assembly far off in the distance, he would purposely go to where they were, bow to them and speak words of praise, saying, 'I would never dare disparage you, because you are all certain to attain Buddhahood!' 

"Among the fourfold assembly there were those who became angry. Their minds lacked in purity, and they spoke ill of him and abused him, saying, ‘Where does this ignorant monk come from? He declares that he does not disparage us and bestows on us a prediction that we will attain Buddhahood. We do not need such vain and irresponsible predictions!' Many years passed in this way, during which this monk was constantly subjected to abuse. He did not give way to anger, but each time spoke the same words, 'You are certain to attain Buddhahood.' When he spoke in this manner, some among the group would take sticks or stones to beat him. 
“But even as he ran away and took up his stance at a distance, he continued to call out in a loud voice, ' I would never dare disparage you, for you are all certain to attain Buddhahood!' And because he always spoke these words, the overbearing arrogant monks, nuns, laymen and laywomen gave him the name Never Disparaging. 

"When this monk was about to die, he heard in the air twenty thousand, ten thousand, a million verses of the Lotus Sutra that had been previously preached by the Buddha Awesome Sound King, and he was able to accept and uphold them all. Immediately he gained the purity of eye and the purity of ear, nose, tongue, body and mind. 
"Then these overbearingly arrogant monks, nuns, laymen and laywomen who had despised him and given him the name Never Disparaging witnessed that he had gained great transcendental powers, the power to preach eloquently, the power of great virtue and tranquility. Hearing his preaching, they all took faith in him and willingly became his followers. This bodhisattva inspired a thousand myriads of sentient beings and caused them to attain supreme enlightenment. . . . 
"Gainer of Great Authority, what do you think? Could the Bodhisattva Never Disparaging, who lived at that time, be unknown to you? In fact he was none other than I myself. . . . Gainer of Great Authority, what do you think? Could the fourfold assembly, who at that time constantly disparaged this bodhisattva, be unknown to you? They are in this assembly now.”
At that time the World-Honored One, wishing to state his meaning once more, spoke in verse form, saying:

In the past there was a Buddha
named Awesome Sound King,
of immeasurable supernatural powers and wisdom,
leading and guiding one and all.
Heavenly and human beings, dragons, spirits
joined in offering him alms.
After this Buddha had entered extinction,
when his Dharma was about to expire,
there was a bodhisattva
named Never Disparaging.
The fourfold assembly at that time
scrutinized and adhered to the Dharma.
The bodhisattva Never Disparaging
would go to where they were
and speak to them, saying,
"I would never disparage you,
for you are practicing the way
and all of you will become Buddhas!"
When the people heard this,
they gibed at him, cursed and reviled him,
but the bodhisattva Never Disparaging
bore all this with patience.
When his offenses had been wiped out
and his life was drawing to a close,
he was able to hear this sutra
and his six faculties were purified. . . .
1

